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Abstract
Ethics is the foundation on which societies and cultures are based and are fundamental to political,
social and economic decision making. Ethical dilemmas have created controversy and heated
debate over the years. Disasters have been defined in public health terms as destructive events that
result in the need for a wide range of emergency resources to assist and ensure the survival of the
stricken population. Lack of medical resources, in conjunction with a mass casualty situation, can
present specific ethical challenges. The purpose of this paper is to explore the ethics of disaster
management.
Design, methodology and approach

In and after a disaster, ethical questions arise regarding appropriate and fair allocation of
relief funds to help with recovery. Research in disaster settings poses unique ethical dilemmas. The
researcher must determine how to balance the critical need for research with the ethical obligation
of respect for, and protection of, the interests of research participants. Ethics as part of an
educational program made available to health care providers may assist disaster responders to make
the difficult ethical decisions involved in disasters. This literature review discusses these issues in
conjunction with disaster response and recovery.
Findings
The cardinal virtues of disaster response are prudence, courage, justice, stewardship, vigilance,
resilience, self-effacing charity and communication. These eight virtues are not considered all
inclusive, no more than Aristotle considered that his morals or virtues were all inclusive. Ongoing
work in disaster management will help to ensure that such situations are managed in an ethical
manner that respects the rights and privileges of all those involved.
Research limitations and implications
The literature reviewed for this paper was based on peer reviewed scholarly writings. Concepts of
ethics and justice are important issues in disaster situations. This paper offers ideas to prompt
further discussion among disaster managers and students of disaster studies.
Practical implications
Social changes are reliant on an understanding of ethics and how it affects society. This paper puts
forward ethical concepts to prompt discussion by disaster responders and managers with the hope
of improving disaster management.
Originality and value
The paper is an original document that may be useful to students of disaster management and those
who teach disaster management
Disaster management is a critical aspect of ensuring the safety and well-being of communities in the
face of natural and man-made disasters. It encompasses a range of activities aimed at reducing the
impact of disasters, preparing for potential emergencies, responding effectively when disasters
occur, and recovering from their effects. The role of society in disaster management is multifaceted,
involving various stakeholders, including government agencies, non-profit organizations,
community groups, and individuals.
Firstly, disaster management can be divided into four main phases: mitigation, preparedness,
response, and recovery. Each phase plays a vital role in enhancing a community's resilience to
disasters. Mitigation involves implementing measures to reduce the severity of disasters, such as
building codes that ensure structures can withstand earthquakes or floods. Preparedness includes
planning and training for emergency situations, ensuring that communities know how to respond
effectively. The response phase focuses on the immediate actions taken during a disaster, such as
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search and rescue operations and providing medical assistance. Finally, recovery involves
rebuilding and restoring communities after a disaster, which can take months or even years.

The role of society in disaster management is crucial at every stage. Community engagement is
essential for effective mitigation efforts, as local knowledge can help identify vulnerabilities and
develop appropriate strategies. For example, communities can work together to create emergency
plans, conduct drills, and establish communication networks to ensure everyone is informed during
a disaster. Non-profit organizations often play a key role in preparedness by providing training and
resources to communities, while government agencies coordinate response efforts and allocate
resources during emergencies.

Furthermore, the recovery phase highlights the importance of societal support systems.
Communities often come together to assist those affected by disasters, providing emotional support,
material aid, and financial assistance. This solidarity can significantly impact the speed and
effectiveness of recovery efforts. Additionally, fostering a culture of resilience within society can
lead to long-term improvements in disaster management, as communities become more proactive in
addressing risks and preparing for potential disasters.

In summary, disaster management is a comprehensive process that requires the active participation
of society at all levels. By fostering collaboration, sharing knowledge, and building strong support
networks, communities can enhance their resilience to disasters and ensure a more effective
response and recovery process. This collective effort not only saves lives but also strengthens the
fabric of society, creating a safer and more prepared environment for everyone.
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