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Gandhiji was the architect of the human Cultural Revolution, as he discovered
the process of joint change in the individual life and collective life of human beings.
According to which empowering the whole society by making women strong from abla
is the main goal of their concept of women's freedom. In fact, Gandhiji wanted the
welfare of not only India but the whole world, peace to all, world to be sinless,
innocent, that's why he said, did it, and wished that,

'Sarve Bhavantu Sukhinah, - "5 wa=q giE:,
Sarve Santu Niramaya :. - H9 8w [T ;|
Sarve Bhadrani Pashyantu, - EER IV g+,

Ya Kashchiddukh Bhagbhaveta. - IT Fi=gg@amaad |1

The social reforms indicated by freedom, self-reliance, equality have been
particularly affected by Mahatma Gandhi's constructive approach. Gandhiji was not just
a thinker of the present and the future. Like a conscious person, he had studied,
contemplated and contemplated the glorious past of India. By making weapons of truth,
non-violence, satyagraha, civil disobedience etc. and attracting the general public
towards them, Gandbhiji surprised everyone.

Mahatma Gandhi's ideology of women was very high. He believed that, "As
much as the man has the right to create his future in the plan of life, and the woman has
the same right to decide her future." 1 If we look into our ancient Indian system, then it
is It is clear that due to some reasons the condition of women has gone on deteriorating.
And that is why she has been taught to consider themselves slaves of men. That is why
Gandhiji believed that, "Women should be given such education so that they are able to
share hands with men in life on an equal footing."2

Competition from man in every field or imitation of man, this woman-freedom
is effective in two senses. Due to this approach, more importance is being given to the
economic independence of women in practice. But in this context, Mohandas
Karamchand Gandhi has a different view. There is a natural difference between a man
and a woman, hence the duties they have to perform in daily life. There can be
differences in that too, considering this fact, it is considered wrong for a Gandhi woman
to work for livelihood. Women are not capable of doing jobs. Gandhi does not believe
so. They only want that someone should be the breadwinner of the family, from that
family, capable women working for the welfare of the society also have an equal share
in that income. Because by raising them to make them ideal citizens and serving the old
people, is it not a work of social interest? Such is his direct question. Gandhiji believes
that, 'Slavery of women is not because of physical infirmities, but because of fear'. That
is why Gandhiji gave the message of valor and fearlessness to women.
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Along with self-development, for social development, a woman also has the
right to remain unmarried. Mahatma Gandhi has a clear belief that if women's life is
considered in terms of characteristics like creation, enrichment, sacrifice, self-distress
etc. But has she been able to put this thing into practice? Because home for a woman is
a prison full of feminine comforts and motherhood is the final stage of physical and
mental degeneration, therefore a woman can achieve her freedom only by saying no to
motherhood and chuckles. The role of this women's liberation movement is effective in
practice.

Gandhiji says that, in the agricultural culture of this country for thousands of
years, in which women are participating in the productive labor of the society, it is very
important to respect those women's labor from the point of view of women's freedom.
The same thing is evident from the relationship that Gandhiji had in his mind between
the spinning wheel and the woman. That is, Gandhiji's concept of women's freedom
means the reconstruction of man-woman relations on the basis of these values 'love and
labour'. That's why a woman who came out of the house must come back, but the house
where she will come back should not be the house of dolls. Gandhiji believes that this
value of 'love and labor' should be its basis.

It is true that today in almost every sphere of life some women have entered and
made a special place for themselves there. Gandhi's concept of women's freedom also
gives special importance to the entry of women into public life. But going two steps
ahead of that, the views of women should also get their due place in the decision-
making process in the social and political sphere, is the insistence of Gandhiji. But
today, in practice, the number of women in the field of politics has reached the required
strength to influence the political decision-making process and the women's reservation
bill has been waiting for the last two-three years to get the green signal through the
male dominated political system. That is why the idea of women's freedom has not
been able to touch Gandhiji's aspiration in practice, it is a reality.

Gandhiji believes that in most women, the experience of motherhood gives
protection, dignity and respect, it is a widespread feeling. We have to accept this
sociological truth. On the other hand, how independent is the working woman? Can she
make her own decisions? Does he have every right to choose his life partner? Does he
have full right on his earnings? Seeing his earnings, he is encouraged to work, his
freedom, which does not care, is this not true? The answers to all these questions
confirm the fact that, in practice, women have got some degree of economic
independence. But if the family and physical level of the woman should be improved, it
has not been able to get into practice as compared to Gandhiji. The goal of women's
independence cannot be achieved due to the employment of some women in the cities
and metros.

That is, Gandhiji's concept of women's freedom seeks to free the woman from
all kinds of fear. Fear of rape by men, fear of giving more dowry to the father in his
marriage than he will have to fear, fear of atrocities by in-laws, the extent of that
atrocity will go up to the death, fear of raising a finger on his character without any
reason . But has the woman really been free from fear? Because even today when a
woman becomes sati, every day some woman is raped, every day some woman is burnt
for dowry. Then we realize seriously that the ordinary "woman, being completely free
from the slavery of social malpractices and discriminatory criteria of policy and ethics,
it has not been able to be implemented in practice as compared to Gandhiji."4
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Gandhiji's concept of women's freedom strongly opposes the view of the male
dominated system which objectifies the female body. Mahatma Gandhi says that, "In
the context of a woman, instead of 'sister-in-law', the wife's attitude has got more
importance. Therefore, if a woman is to attain freedom, she must refuse to make up for
her husband."5

According to Gandhi, the question of women's freedom is not only at the
physical and economic level, but also to respect the decision-making ability of the
woman. . But are we able to respect the decision-making ability of a woman? Today the
question of women's freedom has become very complicated. Be it the Shah Bano case
or the rape of nuns, the irony of Dalit women, or the sexual exploitation of working
women, the anti-inflation struggle or the establishment of family courts, women's
beauty contests or the question of unmarried motherhood. Or whether it is a matter of
sublimation of a woman suffering from injustice, in the turmoil of all these aspects,
Gandhiji's concept of women's freedom is not known.6

The middle path shown by Gandhiji has been ignored till now. The lives of
Kasturba, Miraben, Prematai Kantak, Nirmalaben Deshpande, disciples of Josi Vinoba
and Madalsaji Narayan who came in contact with Gandhiji, can be presented as
examples of Gandhi's concept of women's freedom. But Gandhiji's concept of women's
freedom has come down in the life behavior of ordinary women. But there is nothing
surprising in this. Because after Gandhiji, which of his thoughts have we taken
seriously? This is the basic question. Therefore, in the future, the responsibility of
putting all the ideas of Gandhiji into practice, including women's freedom, rests on the
young men standing on the threshold of the twenty-first century, which we will have to
accept to build a bright India.

On the relevance and utility of Gandhi ideas, Dr. Gauri Shankar Paswan, Head
of the Department of Postgraduate Economics, KKM College, said that Gandhiji and
his ideas are relevant and useful even in the 21st century, and will remain so in the
future, there is no doubt about it Is. Only humanity and public welfare tendencies
prevailed in Gandhi's thinking and philosophy. He said that in the present era Gandhiji
and his thoughts have become a topic of discussion only. Today Gandhiji remained
imprisoned in books. Because we have stopped following their ideas. It was Gandbhiji
who envisioned Ram Rajya in India. He said that Ram Rajya would be such a state in
which the spirit of public welfare would prevail. There will be no trace of social
inequality, untouchability in this. This is possible only when we follow Gandhiji's
ideas, principles and ideals.’

Gandhi's concept of women-freedom expects four important things from the
point of view of reconstruction of man-woman relationship. Women will have to be
freed from all social evils supported by theology and religious pundits and responsible
for female enslavement. The discriminatory criteria of policy and ethics for both men
and women, which raise doubts about the moral power of women, will have to be
changed and implemented on the basis of equality and justice. The woman has to be
given legally all rights like share in the property of father and husband, right to divorce
etc. Considering women's education as the first step of women's freedom, it has to be
given the most importance. The basis of the relationship between man and woman is
not sex, but equal humanity, it was Gandhi's belief.

Relevance of Gandhi and his ideas in the present times the contribution of
Gandhiji in the freedom struggle of India cannot be denied. His concept of non-
violence not only helped India get independence but through this the world got another
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weapon to deal with exploitation and tyranny. However, today a time has come when
most people are denying the necessity of Gandhi and his ideas and their relevance is
being questioned in the present times. Today Gandhiji is remembered only on 2nd
October. Today, keeping Gandhi's ideas at bay, efforts are being made to serve all kinds
of interests with the help of violence. Knowing that Gandhi's ideas are most relevant at
a time when people are trying to find solutions to greed, widespread violence and a run-
of-the-mill lifestyle. Gandhiji's concept of non-violence and satyagraha is needed the
most today, because this is the time when anyone is killed only in the name of
vengeance and his critics are treated as nothing more than enemies. The Gandhian
technique of mobilizing people has been successfully employed by many oppressed
societies around the world, led by people such as Martin Luther King in the United
States, Nelson Mandela in South Africa and now Aung San Suu Kyi in Myanmar,
testifies that Gandhi and his ideas are relevant even today.8

Conclusion - If it is necessary to use words like globalization, free markets,
privatization and liberalization in defining the 21st century, then it is also imperative
that words like violence, extremism, inequality, poverty and inequality are not ignored.
If one questions the relevance of Gandhi and his ideas even in the presence of violence,
extremism, inequality, poverty and inequality etc., then perhaps there is some
ambiguity in that person's understanding of Gandhi's ideas. Everyone has the right to
criticize in a democracy, but before criticizing it is also necessary that we read about
that person thoroughly and criticize him on the basis of logic.
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