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Editorial Note

The history of India has been shaped not only by political and territorial transformations but also by the
movement of people, ideas, beliefs, commodities and cultural practices across regions. Trade routes
played a crucial role in these processes, serving not merely as channels of commerce but as pathways
through which religions, philosophies, languages, artistic traditions and social practices travelled and
interacted.

The Special Issue of the Akshardhara Research Journal, titled “Religion and Trade Routes in India:
Pathways of Cultural Exchange through History”, emerges from the Interdisciplinary National
Conference organised by the Department of History, Ramnarain Ruia Autonomous College, Mumbai, on
13-14 February 2026, with the sponsorship of the Indian Council of Historical Research, New Delhi.
The conference brought together scholars from diverse disciplines to explore the historical intersections
of religion, trade, mobility and cultural exchange.

| pre-eminently thank the Indian Council of Historical Research, New Delhi for granting financial
assistance for the conference. | particularly wish to thank Dr. Nitin Kumar, Dr. Vinod Kumar and
Mr. Nilesh Jadhav from ICHR for their support and guidance.

I express my sincere gratitude to Prof. Dr. Anushree Lokur, Principal, Ramnarain Ruia Autonomous
College, for her constant support and encouragement.

I am grateful to Prof. Dr. Kishor Gaikwad, Head of the Department of History and Ethnography,
Mizoram Central University for his encouragement and valuable suggestions for the volume.

I extend my appreciation to the contributors whose research forms the foundation of this Special Issue,
as well as to the reviewers and members of the editorial board for their scholarly engagement and
constructive observations.

I am particularly grateful to my colleagues in the Department of History for their cooperation and
support throughout the conference and publication process.

I also express my sincere appreciation to Dr. Priyanka J. Mahajan of Lekhai Prakashan, Bhusawal Dist.
Jalgaon, Maharashtra, for his valuable assistance in bringing this Special Issue to publication within a
short period.

It is hoped that this Special Issue will contribute to the study of India's connected histories and
encourage further research into the intersections of religion, trade, mobility and cultural exchange.

Dr. Pradeep Waghmare
Editor
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